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1. Newspaper Cutout- Cutout sentences from a newspaper and leave off the ending punctuation.  Have your child glue each sentence onto another piece of paper and add the appropriate punctuation mark.

2. Stop Signs- Explain to your child that ending punctuation is like a stop sign- it signals the reader that the sentence has stopped.  Create a red stop sign from poster board and glue a popsicle stick to the back.  Read a short passage and ask your child to put up the stop sign every time she thinks the sentence should end.  Then she can tell you what kind of punctuation she thinks should be there.

3. Poker Chip Punctuation- Get a package of inexpensive plastic poker chips.  Write different kinds of punctuation marks on each one.  Do several of each kind.  Write several sentences on a piece of paper and have your child place the correct poker chip at the end of the sentences.

4. Punctuation Creations- Have your child create characters using punctuation marks as a basis for their pictures.  Around each picture, have him write sentences about each creature.  Check the sentences for correct punctuation.

5. Appetizing Proofreading- After your child has completed a writing assignment, sit down with a bag of M & M’s and help her proofread.  Tell her that you will give her two M & M’s for each sentence that contains correct punctuation, but will take one M & M from her for each sentence that contains a mistake.  Sentences with no punctuation will cost her two M & M’s.  She will be double-checking and triple-checking her work from then on!

6. Water Gun Practice- On a nice warm day, take your child outside with a fully loaded water gun and some sentences.  Read a sentence to your child and ask him to draw the correct ending punctuation on the sidewalk using the spray from a water gun.

7. Watch for the Signs- Make punctuation signs with index cards and popsicle sticks.  On each sign put an ending punctuation mark (. ! ?)  Read a sentence to your child and ask her to hold up the correct sign.

8. Paper Bag Book- Create a book by stapling four paper lunch bags together at the fold.  The other end should be open for your child to insert index cards.  On the top of the first bag write Punctuation Bag Book.  On each remaining bag write an ending punctuation mark (.!?).  Write sentences on index cards that are missing the ending punctuation.  Have your child read the sentences and sort them in the correct bag.

9. Macaroni Quotation Marks- Use a box of elbow macaroni to reinforce quotation marks.  Dictate a sentence containing quotation marks to your child and have her write it on a piece of paper.  Have her place the elbow macaroni where the quotation marks should be in the sentence.  You can to the same activity to reinforce the use of commas.

10. Free Worksheets- Visit Free Worksheets.com Language Arts (http://www.freeworksheets.com/sub_cat1LanguageArts.asp?cat=LanguageArts) and print out punctuation worksheets for your child to complete.

