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1. Word of the Day- Look up a word a day on the Internet at Merriam-Webster’s Word of the Day at http://www.mirriamwebster.com/cgi-bin/mwwod.pl. 

2. Word Whiz- Program a set of index cards with the letters of the alphabet and get a numbered cube.  To play, one player rolls the cube and draws a card.  That player must make as many words as the numbers on the cube that begin with the letter on the card.  Use two numbered cubes to make the game more difficult.

3. I Heard a Word- Say “I heard a word the other day.  It means _________.  It’s the opposite of ____________.”  Give other clues to the meaning of the word and have your child try to guess the word.
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4. Word Toss- Toss a small ball to your child while saying a category (animals, shapes, clothes, food, etc.).  As soon as your child catches the ball, he must reply with a word that falls into the category that you gave.

5. Scrabble- Play a traditional game of scrabble.  This game is wonderful for encouraging children to use unfamiliar words.

6. Alphabet Squares- Randomly program ten wooden cubes with the letters of the alphabet. Include several of each vowel.  Instruct your child to roll the cubes and make as many words as he can with the letters that he rolled.

7. Hangman- Play a traditional game of Hangman and choose difficult words that your child is learning in school.

8. Musical ABC’s- Choose a song with understandable lyrics.  On a piece of paper, write down all the letters of the alphabet vertically along the left hand margin.  Play the song and have your child listen and write down as many words from the song has she can that begin with those letters of the alphabet.

9. Souped Up Words- Take a tablespoon of dried Alphabet pasta and spread it out of a piece of black construction paper.  Set a timer for three minutes and see how many words your child can make.
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10. Address Book- To help your child remember new vocabulary words, use an inexpensive address book.  Each time your child comes upon an unfamiliar word, have her write it in her address book under the appropriate heading.  Using the dictionary, look up the meaning and write it beside the word for future reference.
