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1. Letter-Writing- Practice writing skills with your child by having her write letters to family and friends.  Encourage her to use the proper form for a friendly letter (date, greeting, body, closing, and name).  Help her address the envelope correctly and mail it.

2. Picture Stories- Cut a picture from a magazine that shows action.  Glue it on a piece of construction paper and write descriptive words around the outside.  Have your child write a story to go with the picture, using as many of the descriptive words as he can in his story.

3. Interview Bags- Make a paper bag book by stapling five small lunch bags together at the fold.  This will leave the other end open for inserting index cards.  On the front of the top bag write the title: An Interview with ___________.  On the front of the other bags write different topics: Childhood, Hobbies, Job Experience, Future. Have your child interview an older family member or friend and ask them questions based on the topics written on each bag.  She can write the questions on index cards and fill in the answers on the cards as she asks the questions.  After each question and answer has been filled in, she can put the cards in the appropriate bag to complete her book.

4. Tri Fold Brochures- Get a large piece of construction paper and fold it into thirds to make a pamphlet or brochure.  Help your child construct a travel brochure including information from a place which you have visited as a family.

5. Comic Strip Mix-ups- Cut apart several comic strips featuring the same characters.  Have your child mix them up and create a new comic strip using pieces of the old ones.  Have your child write a story to go with the new comic. 

6. What’s the Use? - Give your child several ordinary household objects and ask them to use his imagination to come up with a new invention using those objects.  Have him write a story about the invention and tell how that invention will impact society.

7. Who Am I? - Have your child write Who Am I? Riddles and put them into a book to share with the family.

8. TV Summary- After watching a favorite TV show, have your child rewrite the plot, including the characters, setting, problem and solution.

9. Journal Writing- Encourage your child to write down thoughts and feelings each day in a journal.  

10. Animal Mix-up- Cut out pictures of animals from a magazine or coloring book.  Have your child cut the animals apart and reassemble the body parts to create a new creature.  Help her name her new animal and write a story about it.  

